
The Reformation in Ireland 
 

Hello, I am going to tell you about the reformation in Ireland. I hope you enjoy it! 
The main groups in Ireland: 

● Native Irish 
● Anglo-Irish 
● English 

The English people lived in “the pale”.  
A family called the Fitzgeralds of Kildare were a powerful family at the time of 
the Reformation. 
 

Poynings Law: 
Henry VII wanted to eliminate the Fitzgeralds' power, so he replaced their Leader 
Gearóid Mór Fitzgerald with Sir Edward Poynings.  
Poynings law was passed, which meant that all the bills in the Irish parliament 
had to be first passed by the King of Ireland. 
With this law in place the king felt safe and let Georóid Mór look to his position.  
When Georóid Mór died, his son Gearóid Óg took over - His title was Lord Offaly. 
 

King Henry VIII  

King Henry VIIII was married to Catherine of Aragon. 
He had 2 daughters and 1 son.  
He wanted to divorce his wife so he could marry Anne Balgon and have a son. 
The Catholic church wouldn't allow him to divorce his wife so he  set up his own 
church called the Anglican church in 1534.  
The parliament at this time was known as  the “Reformation 
parliament” as they had brought changes to the church in England. 
Them rules also affected Ireland, 



Lots of monasteries closed and Henry became head of the Church of Ireland.  
 

When King Henry was in Ireland: 

When Silken Thomas renounced his loyalty, the king was feeling threatened and 
wanted power. 
He sent an army but they didn't fight because it was too expensive. 
Irish had to surrender land pledge loyalty, use English customs to get their land 
back and were then given a title. 
He made the Bible and some prayers in English. 
 

After King Henry VIII 
● Edward VI: Brought in mass in English language and new beliefs around 

communion. 
● Mary: A Catholic who tried to reverse changes that had been made 
● Elizabeth: Protestant: Tried to please all, but she was excommunicated by 

the Pope. Then she disliked all the Catholics and executed some. 
● King Philip II (Spain)  wanted to crush Protestant England   

Elizabeth thought he might use Ireland to attack England so she forced alll 
people in Ireland to go to Church of Ireland mass. 
She also Outlawed Catholic mass. 
During the Plantation of Munster, the Queen replaced natives with English people 
who were loyal to her. 
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